Krieg-Campbell Family Document 1942-08-02 L-25 WLK to LMKf.doc

Amsricean coasulate
Accra, Gola Comst
august ¢, 194¢

vear ¥olgs;

The inst two weciks have been very busy onse indeed for
me. =8 you will see from the heading, the possibility mentioned
in my last letter came to pass. andy seat us another telegram on
July l4th urgentiy rsugqesting assistance, and I left on the morning
of tie 1lboth for sceram., sinee then I have been much too busy to
write letters or even get a hair cut, which I badly need,

Andy certainly didn't exagserate tihe volume of business
wialch he is called upon Gto handle here, Sinces I hLave besn hers,
we have had to do .uite a lot of worx for the Army, and I have
Spéat almost il my ti.e with a clpher board. FKortunately for ADQAY
the usual routine worx of .assports and visas, which occupics so
muech time nomally, is very light here, He Lad asbout one monthrs
Dack corresSpendence on hand when I arrived in these subjects, and
I was ablo to gst it zretty well cleaned up in a week in spite of
the fact that T had very little time to devote to it., I hope toat
thie volume 1s zoing to decline sligiatly ia the next week or 80,
and that I will be aole to go pnack to Lagos about the middle of
the month, [ tuink yoyniziat just as well continue to send letters
to Lages, as tioey can be Iorwarded to me here with only slight deslay
in the wvent that [ am aot avle to return as soou as I aexpect,

Tie Dspartument has promised to send & clerk or non-career
vice consul nere from the group arriving from the Far Zast as soon
as bhey get to Jourengo Margues, They are also assigning a consul
and a clers to lLagos., I would not stay here in any eveat after the
arrival of the second officer, and it may be that Mr. Shantz will
instruct me to return to Lagos before that, jeSwesngy might like
to come up here to have a chance to see a little bit of sest Afriea
outside of the eity of Lagos. Of course, Andy does not want me to zo
uatil the new man arrives, as he naturally does not li<e to spend his
time sxplaining the ofiice systems to so many aifferent people,
However, J coasider it quibte a sacrifice to have come here in the first
place, as thel living accommodatians are not good and all my per=-
sonal efiects, ineluding my new car, are in [agos. I don't xnow what
we will do witih anotiher officer there, We certainly dont't ased one.
My sujgestion would oe that he would be assigned iumediately to Accra
and that Asnuy sioula be given nome icave and a transfer as soon as
the new consul is brogen in to the town, Ths only alternative would
De to asx the Department to transfer the Consulate Gemeral with
Supervisory Jjurisdiction from Lagos to Accra, and mave Nr. Shantz

come up here to live, This is more logical and ian accord with
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the relative importance of the two places, AS I mentioned before,
Accra 1s the headquarters for all civil and military activities on
the West Coast of Africa. TYou probapcly saw in the paper that the
British are sending are Ksident Minister, Lord Swinton, to coordinate
the war effort in West rica. He 1s making his headuarters at AcBra
and the West African Governorst Conference, which formerly sat in
Lagos, nas now oecome Lhe Secretariat of the Resident pyinister and

is located here, 30 are the headyuarters for Pan Asericansafrica,
the U 5 Army Air Transport Command, and the British Army, The

R.A.F. 1s said to oe aoout to move hsre from Freetown, and even

the Coordinator of Shipping has made his office here so as to be
close to the army, altiiough Acera itself can hardly bs cslled a

port - or perpamps I should say, it is a port, but it has no harbor,
In other words, if ymr, Shantz is going to keep in tough with the

big figures in the war effort on this coast, he is going to have to
spenu the betber part of his time here anyway, and it would be more
logical for hiwm to plan to stay here and leave one consul in charge
at Lagos with one Viee Consul and one American clerk, They would neéqd
two Viece Consuls and one clerk in addition to the Consul General at
Accra,

All these arrangements, although very logical, are rather
difficult to earry out. In the first place, the Department has just
made [agos the Consulate Gensral for British West Africa, and mr,
Shentz has a lovely house and all the necessary ecuipmsnt these,

It would pe most difficult to secure a house for Lim nere, and the
present quarters are Jjusb about right for one Viee Consul; it is

a oibt crowded with me Lere, It is therefore largely a question of
physical @ifriculties, plus the reiuctance of the Department to
usdo sowething they have just finished aoing.

In his letter of June 1l5th Daddy wanted to know about
Mr. Shantz, the new Consul General, He arrived in lagos on June
8th and took over charge of the ofiice June lbth, He is quite a
bit older than yr. Jester and of course of much hicher rank. MT.
Jester is Class six and Mr. Shantz is class 3. He is 48 years old
but leoxs and acts older, He seems to be very nice and I am sure
that T will not have any trcuble with him, He is quite a contrast
to Jester. Jester was small and full of pep. He was always dashing
off in all directions at cnee, and his edministration of the g
Consulate was more characterized by activity bthaa good judgment.

Mr. Shantz, on the other hand, seems to be very slow to act and
tasies plenty ol time to make up his mind, Whea he does decide to
‘de something, his judgment is always sound -~ or has besa go far,

+I have a lot of confidence in him and thing it was very wise of the
Dgpartment to send him to West Africa.

I bhave had & letter from philinda saying that RBud Francis
saw ner on ais way oack to Afrieca and that tuey had a pleasant evenig
together, 1 naven't seen RBua since his return, and have just
written nim a note to say that I am here, The PAA personnel manager
has xindly agreeed to hold it until Bud comes in and then give it
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to him, Being in Accra, I will have a betlter chance to see him than
I would in Lagos, since he will be at least staying over night here
between flights, T fear Bud and all the other PAA boys will soon

be "enfolded" into the Army. This will mean a pretty substantial
reduction in-pay for most of them, but the .ilots will doubtlaess

come out better than the ground staffs, Qpionion differs as to whethe
tals step will improve the efficiancy of tihe operstions. The Army
“things so and P4A does not, It remains to be seen,

I hope you nave seen the lstter | addressed to Janie at
-“home in June, as [ put in it all tihe news apout myself that happened
soetween my Letburs to you of May l; and guly l3. In case you didntt
see it, I wmentioned making a wecek end trip to Accra May 30 - June 1,
L brougnt up some conlidential material for indy which fiad been in
Lagos awaliting the a%lVai of Andy's safe, Accra does not impress
we very Ifavoraoly, althouga Andy li.es it much btter than lagos. It
is certainly true that the climate here is much cocler than in Iagos.
The rainy season is much shorter, too. on the other hand, during
“the dry season (Novewber-April) the place is practically a desert.
"It 1is necessary to slesp under a sheet here at this time, and some
people even use ligiht blesnkets., There is almost iways a strong breee
clowing in gusts, and it is perfect for picxing up the papers orf
your desk and blowing them onto the floor or cut of Gile winaow,
(Every piece ol paper nas to ve firmly weighted down, aand sven now the
wind in curling up the paper in tihe machine, which partly explains
its rumpled condition, Tiis Jletter will be tre aamltted by tuae Army
oy air mail, and posted in the U &. I would be interested to tnow where
it is post war<ed wien you geb it,

I am sorry Lo hear Guat merchandise for the store is so
difficult to get, although I am not surprised, since I have been
reading about the situaticn in TINME., I hope it will be possible to

- hang on some how, If thiangs get really short, the merchants.ought

.to agree to still opea shorter hours, and tien you would not miss
wne boys yuite so mueh if they lLave to go into war- industry, which

I certainly nope will not oe necaessary. FPlease give them my very
best regards, I often think about all of you -~ much more often than
I can Tind time to wribe.

Fhilinda sald in her last letter that sue is Lo aave a pay
lncrease from $lpo to ¢125 in the middle of Augmast, If shs keeps
up at tuls rate, snée will socn be making moises vbhau I am, The divoree
will be finsihed in a little whils, and [ hLhave already given her
letters to use in cognecvion with uer application for a passport to
come to Africa, I am aot too opbtimistic tiiat it will be granted, or
that she will be anls to ggt air trausportation if a passport is
granted, I doa't want her to come by sea ab the present rate of sink =
1ngs. IT she can't come over, I will try bto get home as soon as
poskole after the {irst of tuu year, and we will be married then,
The sooner the better, say I.

Wwell, I guess tanatts all for now, Much love to all of

you. Don't forget to show this letter to BetLY.
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